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ably because the miserable Protestants did npt here attempt to 
molest him. The Urania left Boston in June, and after going to 
Holland, visited the English ports of Portsmouth, and Plimout, 
or Plymuth, or Plismhut, for it is spelt in these three ways with- 
in as many pages, and thence returned by the usual route to 
Naples. 



2. — Titus Livius : Selections from the first five Books, together 
with the Twenty-first and Twenty-second Books entire ; 
chiefly from the Text of Alschefski, with English Notes 
for Schools and Colleges. By J. L. Lincoln, Professor 
of Latin in Brown University. New York : D. Apple- 
ton & Co. 1847. 12mo. pp. 329. 

Even English scholars admit the light received through Ger- 
man media, and are glad to profit by it in these days. It was to 
be expected, then, that Cisatlantic students would strive to lay 
hold of all means of expanding their field of view, even in an- 
cient history and philology. Accordingly, we find the German 
philologists and classical editors exerting a very decided influence 
on the studies of our undergraduates and instructors. Professor 
Lincoln has spent some time in Germany, adding to his early 
acquirements in the Latin language, and fitting himself for the 
office of a teacher. He became, doubtless, soon aware, that, 
while most of our means of study have been, within twenty years, 
vastly improved, some text-books, which were excellent for their 
time, have been left stationary, and needed revisal to meet the 
wants of the present race of pupils and teachers. He has per- 
formed his duty as editor in a very creditable manner, giving 
evidence of unpretending but accurate scholarship, and a con- 
scientious regard for the rights of others. 

It is not an easy task to prepare such a book. On the one 
hand, the editor must give every needful aid ; he must pass over 
no difficulty without explanation ; he must stimulate to research, 
and point the way. Yet, on the other hand, he must not, by too 
much direct aid, enfeeble and render dependent the minds which 
are to be educated by him. They must learn to act for them- 
selves and judge for themselves, or they will be the worse for 
every aid offered. Above all, he must make honorable and 
truthful men by his own upright example. 

The notes of such an editor will be rich in references to works 
where the principles of grammar and interpretation are devel- 
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oped, and where facts in history, geography, and archaeology 
applicable to the text are stated. The desire to benefit others 
must be alone apparent as his motive. No line he pens should 
rob another of his due. If possible, it would be well that no 
passage should be merely translated, and so left. The data 
may be collected for the pupil, but in nearly all cases it were 
well, that he should be left to draw for himself the inference 
which gives him the interpretation. 

Such, in their main features, are the aids offered by Professor 
Lincoln. He has taken the latest and most approved text as the 
foundation of his own. The selections are judicious. We are 
particularly pleased with the selection of the entire books which 
relate the occurrences during Hannibal's invasion of Italy, an 
event so momentous and interesting. 

We must close this notice with the expression of the hope, that 
all our scholars will remember, while they are provided with 
such improved instruments for observation as these modern aids 
for understanding the style and reaching the meaning of the 
ancients, that their ultimate aim should be, not merely to con- 
template the instrument, nor even to observe the phenomena it 
reveals, but to deduce the great laws of human and divine life 
and thought displayed thereby. 



3. — Locke Amsden, or the Schoolmaster ; a Tale. By the Au- 
thor of " May Martin " and " The Green Mountain Boys." 
Boston : B. B. Mussey & Co. 1847. 12mo. pp. 231. 

This volume, written by Judge Thompson, of Montpelier, 
Vermont, is greatly superior to his former publications. It is the 
first novel that we have seen, the main purpose of which is to 
advocate and improve the American system of common schools. 
The writer has performed his work with discretion, good sense, 
and some skill and humor in the delineation of character. He 
does not dive among transcendental ideas to find a new basis for 
elementary education, but represents children and facts as they 
actually exist, and proceeds to point out the best modes of im- 
proving the people's colleges. As nineteen children out of 
twenty in our land receive in these common schools all the in- 
struction which they ever obtain, it is of measureless impor- 
tance that the schools should be constantly watched, and the 
proper mode of managing them be generally understood. Locke 
Amsden comes forward as a judicious and popular advocate of 



